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ABSTRACT
The context of Asian educational traditions, based on rote learning – ineffective at training professionals to think critically about development needs – is presented. An innovative teaching approach aimed to produce transportation professionals capable of confronting the complexity of decision-making. Students were cast as teachers, who made regular presentations, and came to understand that they had valuable contributions to make. Students responded beyond expectations, given their background in mostly passive education. They showed an ability to question assumptions of existing practice and seek solutions relevant to local needs. The students gained notably in presentation skills and self-confidence: important attributes for attaining change.
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